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Guidelines for Thesis Proposal 
*The proposal should be approximately 750-1250 words (3-5 double spaced pages) and must 
cover the following areas: 
 
1. Project Title – List a preliminary title for your project (this may be tentative at the 

proposal stage and can be refined when you finish the project). 
2. Project Overview and Goals – Provide a brief description of the project you are 

proposing, the research questions you are exploring (if appropriate), and the desired 
outcomes of your work.  This overview should be written in clear language accessible to 
readers outside of your discipline. 

3. Methods and Time Line – Explain the methods/techniques you will use in completing 
this project, as well as the specific steps and anticipated time line for your efforts. 

4. Resources/Literature – Describe the literature you will consult in completing this project 
or the resources you will be drawing upon as inspiration for your work. 

5. Description of Final Project – Explain the format of your final project, how you will 
present it and to whom. (e.g. conference, departmental colloquium, exhibit, 
performance, etc.). Include documentation of your creative project. 

6. Significance and Contribution – Describe the significance of your project and the 
contribution it will make to your field.   

7. Reflection on how this is an Honors thesis – Does it meet any of the following criterion: 
Does your work cross disciplines? Does the thesis address a fundamental/enduring 
problem? Is it exploratory/collaborative in its methods? Is it community oriented?   
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